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Race to Incarcerate: 
A Graphic Retelling 
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U.S. State and Federal Prison Population, 1925-2013 


2013: 1,574,700 
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INCARCERATION RATES 


AMONG FOUNDING NATO COUNTRIES 
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Incarceration rates per 100,000 population 


Source: https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2021.html 
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US Incarceration in International Context 


- US has about 5% of worlds’ population but 
20% of the world’s prison population! 

* Nearly half of all prisoners in state prisons are 
locked up for non-violent offenses 

* The US prison population rose by 500% from 
1970 to 2020 while the general population 
grew by only 40?6 and crime rate fell 


Figure 2 
Incarceration Rates Especially High in South and Midwest 


Number of sentenced prisoners under state jurisdiction per 100,000 residents, 2013 


less than 280 280-400 | 400-520 | Greater than 520 


Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics 


Center on Budget and Policy Priorities | cbpporg 


Lifetime Likelihood of Imprisonment 


All Men White Men Black Men Latino Men 
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1in9 1 in 17 1in3 1in6 
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110 56 1 in 111 1 in 18 in 45 


Source: Bonczar, T. (2003). Prevalence of Imprisonment in the US. |! Her CING 
Population, 1974-2001. Washington, D.C.: Bureau of Justice Statistics | ТЕСТ 
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Philosophies of Crime Control and Prevention 
Policies 


* 1. General deterrence 


— assumes that fear of criminal penalties convince potential law violators 
that the pains associated with crime outweigh the benefits 


— Certainty of punishment has been empirically found to more influential 
(than severity or speed) in deterring criminal behavior 


— However, research shows that certainty/fear of apprehension and 
punishment not sufficient in reducing crime rates 
* 2. Specific deterrence 


— Powerful criminal sanctions (long sentences, harsh conditions in prison) 
will deter a known criminal from ever repeating their criminal behavior 

— However, some evidence indicates that harsh conditions in prison may 
increase rather than reduce crime 


Philosophies of Crime Control and Prevention 
Policies (continued) 


• 3. Incapacitation 


— Assumes that keeping offenders in confinement 
eliminates the risk of their committing other 
offenses (combined with aging out assumptions) 

* One in every hundred adults is behind bars (CC p 101) 


— Yet, evidence indicates that people recidivate in 
large proportions after being released back into 
the community 


* 2/3 of all convicted felons are rearrested within 3 years 
of their release from prison 


Class discussion 


* Why may these philosophies and corresponding 
assumptions and policies be insufficient or maybe even 
wrong? 

* How may these policies encourage crime rather than 
reduce it? 


Geography Matters: 
Million dollar blocks 


Men Admitted to Prison 
New York City 


Areas where more than $1 
million is being spent 
annually to incarcerate the 
residents of a single census 
block. 


http://technical.ly/baltimore/2012/10/05/justice-mapping-center- 
ny-based-reveals-million-dollar-blocks-of-incarceration-nationwide/ 


http://www.npr.org/2012/10/02/162149431/million-dollar-blocks- 
map-incarcerations-costs 


Incarceration Rates: 
Reduce levels of family/social control 


Contribute to family disruption - single parent families 
— Reduces parental supervision 
— Removes parental role models 
Lower employment in the community 
— People in prison, even if they work, they do not get paid much/ instead, 
often have to pay into the system 
— criminal record lowers likelihood of future employment 


Increase prison costs 
— less money invested in the community: schools, jobs, safety 


Reduce political participation 
Reduce trust in law enforcement 
Reduce stake in conformity 


Incarceration Rates: 
Contribute to social disorganization 


* Undermine informal social controls 


* Lower neighbors' ability or willingness to 


— intervene when children miss school, get into fights, 
when they see graffiti 


— help each other; come together to strategize about 
keeping the community safe 
* Lowers trust 
— in each other, 
— in the legal system, and 
— in authorities 


Methodological challenges and solutions 


* Confounders 
— E.g., Poverty effect on incarceration and on crime 
* Reverse effects 


— Longitudinal analysis- clarity about temporal 
order of change 


Alternative to incarceration are more 
frequently used in other countries 


Probation 
Warnings 

Fines 

Community service 


— https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/ 
international sentencing.html 


Alternative to Incarceration 


* Community Justice 
— Similar to restorative justice 
— Efforts to strengthen the ability of families and neighborhood groups to 
exercise effective control 
* Three main elements 
— Focus on high-incarceration places 


— Focus on norms and values in those places 


* Restore informal social control (to deemphasize the importance of punitive 
formal social controls) 


* Improve effectiveness of schools 

— Seek to improve school, jobs, and housing 
* Increase social support provided by informal social controls 
* Million dollar blocks 


Class discussion 


* Watch documentary: “The house | live in” or 
“тз” 


— Discuss one or two Issues that stand out to you in 
this documentary 


— Relate to one theory discussed іп class 
* https://www.youtube.com/watch?v-trHrgci- 
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